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Summary and Fiscal Note
1. Legislation Summary
Department: Legislative
Title: An ordinance relating to land use and zoning; adjusting the definition of recreational vehicle; adjusting the definition of outdoor storage to include outdoor storage areas for certain unoccupied vehicles, including recreational vehicles; adjusting the definition of flexible-use parking to exclude storage of recreational vehicles; and amending Sections 23.84A.032, 23.84A.036, and 23.84A.038 of the Seattle Municipal Code.
Background: The City of Seattle continues to see growth in the number of individuals living in vehicles on city streets, reflecting broader regional housing insecurity and need for access to appropriate affordable housing and shelter. Vehicles that people live in, including recreational vehicles, can create significant safety, mobility, and environmental challenges when parked for extended periods in areas not designed to accommodate their size or use. The City of Seattle seeks to provide housing and shelter that better meets the needs of residents currently living in vehicles and to maintain safe, accessible, and well managed public rights-of-way for all residents, businesses, and visitors. The current definitions in the Land Use Code for outdoor storage and flexible-use parking create ambiguity as to the allowed locations for the storage and parking of recreational vehicles and other formerly lived-in vehicles outside of the right of way. The City has a desire to facilitate the establishment of facilities that allow individuals transitioning into shelter or housing to safely store their vehicles in certain locations that are outside of the right of way and distinct from where those individuals are living. This proposed legislation amends Land Use Code definitions to clarify that storing unoccupied vehicles that are being stored while the persons formerly living in those vehicles are engaged with a City-sponsored housing or shelter program is considered “outdoor storage” as a land use, and flexible-use parking does not include areas that are solely for storing recreational vehicles. 
Summary Attachments: 

2. Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project? 
☐ Yes
☒ No
a. CIP Project Name: 
b. Master Project ID: 
c. Project Location: 
d. Start Date: 
e. End Date: 
f. Total Project Cost Through 2030: 

3. Summary of Financial Implications
Does this legislation have financial impacts to the City? 
☐ Yes
☒ No

4. Other Impacts
a. Does this legislation require a public hearing? 
☒ Yes – September 8, 2026 planned
☐ No
b. Does this legislation require a notice to be published in The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times?
☒ Yes
☐ No
c. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?
Citywide
d. Race and Social Justice Initiative impacts:
1. How does this legislation affect vulnerable or historically disadvantaged communities? How did you come to this conclusion? Please consider both impacts within City government (like employees and internal programs) and in the broader community.
		People living in recreational vehicles (RVs) are vulnerable, without stable housing; however, this legislation clarifying land use definitions does not specifically negatively affect people living in RVs. Rather, it will positively impact allowable storage of unoccupied recreational vehicles and other lived-in vehicles which will be useful should the City decide to provide safe storage of RVs for people transitioning to shelter or temporary housing. 
2. Please attach any Racial Equity Toolkits or other racial equity analyses used to develop or assess this legislation.
N/A
3. What is the Language Access Plan for communicating with the public about this legislation?
	N/A
e. Climate change impacts:
1. Emissions: Will this legislation significantly increase or decrease carbon emissions? Attach any studies or materials that inform your answer.
N/A
2. Resiliency: Will this legislation make Seattle more or less able to adapt to climate change? If it reduces resiliency, explain what can be done to lessen the impact.
N/A
f. If this legislation creates a new program or expands an existing one, what are the long-term, measurable goals? How will this legislation help achieve those goals? What methods will be used to track progress?
N/A
g. Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP that involves shared funding with a non-City partner or organization?
	N/A
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