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NOTICE OF CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING ON LEGISLATION CLARIFYING LAND USE CODE DEFINITIONS OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLE, OUTDOOR STORAGE, AND FLEXIBLE-USE PARKING AS PART OF VEHICLE RESIDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PACKAGE

The Seattle City Council’s Public Safety Committee will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, September 22, 2026, at 9:30 a.m. on Council Bill (CB) 121281, which is part of the package that also includes CB 121279, CB 121280, CB 121282, and CB 121283. CB 121281 would amend the land use code, SMC Title 23, to clarify definitions for recreational vehicle, outdoor storage and flexible-use parking.  The proposal would resolve ambiguity in the code by explicitly including in the definition of “outdoor storage” the storage of unoccupied vehicles, including recreational vehicles, that are being stored while the persons formerly living in those vehicles are engaged with a City-sponsored program whose goal is to provide them with housing or shelter. It would also make clear that the storage of recreational vehicles is not considered “flexible-use parking”.  The package of legislation includes authorization of a vehicle resident assistance permit program, granting of increased signing authority to the Facilities and Administrative Services Director to execute certain leases, clarifying the definition of junk motor vehicles in the Traffic Code, and authorizing 2026 appropriations for implementing the program. The changes to the land use code support one of the goals of the proposal, which is to develop sites to store vehicles for people transitioning from vehicle living to shelter. The proposal does not change the zones in which outdoor storage as a use is allowed. Environmental documentation evaluating the proposal will be prepared and available before the public hearing.


PUBLIC HEARING
The Public Safety Committee will hold a public hearing to accept comments on the bill on Tuesday,  September 22, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.  The hearing will be held in the: 


City Council Chambers
2nd Floor, Seattle City Hall
600 Fourth Avenue, Seattle, WA  98104

Comments are accepted in person or remotely. Please review the published City Council agenda a few days prior to the meeting for instructions on how to register and provide comments.  Link is here: http://www.seattle.gov/council/committees. 

Print and communications access is provided on prior request.  Seattle City Council Chambers is accessible. Directions to the City Council Chambers, and information about transit access and parking are available at http://www.seattle.gov/council/meet-the-council/visiting-city-hall. 

Written Comments
For those unable to attend the public hearing, written comments may be sent to:

Councilmember Bob Kettle
Attn: Brent Lo
600 Fourth Avenue, Floor 2
PO Box 34025
Seattle, WA  98124-4025
or by email to council@seattle.gov 

Please submit written comments no later than four business hours prior to the start of the meeting to ensure that they are distributed to Councilmembers prior to the meeting.  Business hours are 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Comments received after that time will be distributed after the meeting to Councilmembers and included as part of the public record.	

INFORMATION AVAILABLE
Copies of the proposal may be obtained from the City Clerk website at https://seattle.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx.   Please reference Council Bill No. 121281 in the “Search”  field.

Questions regarding the legislation may be directed to HB Harper at the City Council Central Staff at 425-566-0645 or via email at hb.harper@seattle.gov 
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