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September 15, 2026

TYPE V LAND USE DECISION REPORT
	
To: 	Land Use and Sustainability Committee
From: 	HB Harper, Analyst			
Subject:   	Council Bill (CB) 121281 – Outdoor Storage Ordinance
Summary of Proposal
The City of Seattle seeks to maintain safe, accessible, and well managed public rights-of-way for all residents, businesses, and visitors. Vehicles that people live in, including recreational vehicles, can create significant safety, mobility, and environmental challenges when parked for extended periods in areas not designed to accommodate their size or use. The City continues to see growth in the number of individuals living in vehicles, reflecting broader regional housing insecurity and placing increased pressure on public streets, sidewalks, and adjacent spaces. The current definitions in the Land Use Code for outdoor storage and flexible-use parking create ambiguity as to the locations allowed for the storage and parking of recreational vehicles and other formerly lived-in vehicles outside of the right of way. The City has a desire to facilitate the establishment of facilities that allow individuals transitioning into shelter or housing to safely store their unoccupied vehicles in certain locations that are outside of the right of way and distinct from where those individuals are living. CB 121281 would amend Land Use Code definitions to clarify that storing unoccupied recreational vehicles and other formerly lived-in vehicles on a site is considered “outdoor storage” as a land use, and flexible-use parking does not include areas that are solely for storing recreational vehicles.

Consistency with Applicable City Policies
A number of adopted policies in the Comprehensive Plan are supported by the package of legislation.
Transportation (T) Policies
· T 2.1 Devote space in the right-of-way to accommodate multiple functions of mobility, access for commerce and people, activation, landscaping, and better management of vehicle parking.
The proposal aims to better manage the storage of vehicles in the right-of-way.

· T 2.8 To resolve potential conflicts in the right-of- way, employ the following tactics: 
· Implement transportation and parking-demand management strategies to encourage more efficient use of the existing right-of-way. 
· Allocate needed functions across a corridor composed of several streets or alleys if all functions cannot fit in a single street. 
· Share space between travel modes and uses where safe and where possible over the course of the day. 
· Encourage off-street accommodation for non-mobility uses, including parking, electric vehicle charging, and transit layover. 
· Meet critical access needs of establishments to ensure parcels, goods, services, passenger, and solid waste services can be done safely and efficiently. 
· Consider the unique needs of local communities within the decision-making process. 
The proposal aims to better manage parking demand and encourage more efficient use of the existing right-of-way. The legislation also encourages off-street accommodation for non-mobility uses through the clarification allowing storage of unoccupied vehicles in the right-of-way.
Housing (H) Goals (G) and Policies
· H G4 All people seeking housing in Seattle have fair and equitable access to housing.
The proposal aims to more equitably address barriers to people seeking housing through consideration for their needs related to vehicles.

· H 4.8 Identify and remove barriers to stable housing for individuals and families, like unlawful housing screening practices that restrict access to housing on the basis of criminal history.
While not related to the example given in the policy, the proposal aims to remove a key barrier to stable housing for individuals and families.

· H 8.1 Implement strategies and programs that preserve, improve, and expand Seattle’s supply of permanent supportive housing, emergency housing, and shelter to meet all current and projected future needs.
The proposal is a strategy to improve the availability to existing housing and shelter by meeting an unmet need for vehicle storage.

Public Notice
A public meeting with an informational presentation on the proposal was held on August 11, 2026. A public hearing is scheduled for September 22, 2026, and notice was published in the Land Use Information Bulletin and the Daily Journal of Commerce giving the public 30 days’ notice. 

Environmental Documentation
A “Determination of Nonsignificance” was published on September 8, 2026, in the Land Use Information Bulletin and the Daily Journal of Commerce. Comments on the DNS will be accepted through September 22, 2026, and the appeal period elapse on September 29, 2026.
Conclusion
Central Staff confirms the proposal is consistent with city policies and required procedures for public notice and environmental documentation have been followed. 

cc: 	Lish Whitson, Director 
Calvin Chow, Deputy Director
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