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Summary and Fiscal Note
1. Legislation Summary
Department: Legislative Department
Title:  An ordinance relating to the Traffic Code; creating a new permitting program for owners of motor homes and travel trailers to support a structured pathway to shelter; amending Sections 11.14.350, 11.14.660, 11.16.120, 11.23.440, 11.30.040, and 11.72.070 of, and adding Sections 11.14.672, 11.72.071, and 11.23.170 to, the Seattle Municipal Code.
Background: 
This legislation would establish a Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit program for owners of motor homes and travel trailers. Permitted motor homes and travel trailers would be allowed to park for 72 hours in an Industrial Area or for up to a maximum of two hours anywhere else. The permit would also define a geographic service area as a permit condition for overnight parking to allow outreach workers to contact permittees. Unpermitted motor homes and travel trailers would only be able to park for a maximum of 2 hours, and they would not be allowed to park overnight. If a motor home or travel trailer does not have a Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit and is parked for more than 2 hours or overnight, it would be subject to being impounded without notice.
The Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) would be responsible for administering the Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit in consultation with the Human Services Department (HSD) and the Seattle Police Department (SPD). SDOT, HSD, and SPD would develop eligibility, permit conditions, and enforcement protocols for the Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit via Director’s Rule, which must address criteria specified in the legislation. These criteria include that the permittee must remain on an eligibility list for a safe lot, shelter storage, shelter or housing and be engaged with a city or city-contracted caseworker. If the permittee turns down offers of appropriate shelter six times, their permit will be revoked.
The legislation directs departments to create the process for administering Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit applications by April 30, 2027. Parking enforcement of motor homes and travel trailers would begin by July 31, 2027. 
Summary Attachments: 
None.

2. Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project? 
☐ Yes
☒ No

3. Summary of Financial Implications
Does this legislation have financial impacts to the City? 
☒ Yes
☐ No
a. Expenditure Change to General Fund
	2026
	2027 est.
	2028 est.
	2029 est.
	2030 est.

	$359,000
	$804,000
	$804,000
	$804,000
	804,000



20026 costs reflect:
·  $100,000 to make needed updates to SDOT’s Accela permitting system to incorporate the Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit.  This is a preliminary cost estimate as the full scope of necessary changes will need to be assessed and may be informed by the departments’ work to establish administrative procedures.
· $116,000 for half of the annual cost of a Permit Technician at SDOT to implement the Vehicle Residency Assistance Permit program. 
· $143,000 for four FTE outreach staff (Counselors) for the last quarter of the year. These HSD staff would verify service engagement by vehicle owners to qualify for a permit or maintain their permit. Appropriations and position authority to support implementation are addressed in separate budget legislation. HSD has indicated that they would need four outreach staff to implement this legislation. The accompanying Vehicle Resident Permitting and Outreach Appropriation legislation, a separate bill, creates 7 new Counselor positions in order to give HSD additional capacity if needed. 
2027 and future costs include:
· Full annual cost for four FTE outreach staff (Counselors) in HSD at a cost of $143,000 per outreach staff
· Full annual cost for a Permit Technician at SDOT at a cost of $232,000. 
There are likely to be other staffing and program costs that are not included in this estimate. Such costs may vary significantly based on the number of permits managed and the level of enforcement actions necessary. These additional costs have not been estimated at this time and may result in departments requesting additional resources in future budgets or reallocating resources within existing budgets which may impact service levels. Such costs may include:
· SDOT staffing and program costs to support permit intake and administration.
· SPD Parking Enforcement staffing and program costs to support additional enforcement emphasis.
· FAS contract costs related to impound and storage services.
· HSD contracts with service provides for outreach to vehicle residents 
· HSD program costs to provide structured pathways to housing and shelter.
The 2026 Adopted Budget contains $3.5 million on-going funding for programs and activities to support vehicle residents transitioning to shelter. In addition, there is $1.5 million in one-time funding for this purpose that was appropriated in the 2025 Adopted Budget and administratively carried forward to 2026. Proposed use of these resources to support implementation is addressed through separate legislation. The Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit program is not anticipated to collect significant permit fee revenue.
e. Number of Positions – Not fully estimated. See above.
	2026
	2027 est.
	2028 est.
	2029 est.
	2030 est.

	5
	5 est
	5 est
	5 est
	5 est



f. Total Full-Time Employee (FTE) Change – Not fully estimated. See above.
	2026
	2027 est.
	2028 est.
	2029 est.
	2030 est.

	5
	5 est
	5 est
	5 est
	5 est


3a. Appropriations
No appropriations are proposed in this legislation. See above.
3b. Revenues/Reimbursements
No revenues or reimbursements are proposed in this legislation. See above.
3c. Positions
No positions are proposed in this legislation. See above.
3d. Other Financial Impacts
a. Does this legislation create any other financial impacts for The City of Seattle, such as direct or indirect costs, one-time or ongoing, that aren’t mentioned above? If yes, please explain these impacts. 
See above. 
b. If the legislation has costs that can be covered within the current budget, explain how. Does the department have extra resources in its budget to handle these costs? Or does the department need to shift resources away from other work to handle these costs? 
Separate budget legislation will be necessary to implement the Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit program.  Some implementation tasks may be able to be incorporated into existing departments’ budgets.  The 2026 Adopted Budget included an on-going $3.5 million in HSD for vehicle resident services which may be allocated to support implementation through separate legislation.
c. What financial costs or other impacts might happen if this legislation is not implemented? 
The Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit program is intended to support the City's efforts related to public safety, cleanliness and access when motor homes and travel trailers park for longer than allowed in the right-of-way.
d. How might this legislation affect other City departments besides the one that proposed it? 
This legislation will require SDOT and HSD to coordinate on administration of the Vehicle Resident Assistance Permit program. HSD would be responsible for providing access to shelter to permittees. SPD would be responsible for parking enforcement.  The Department of Finance and Administrative Services (FAS) would be responsible for managing towing and vehicle impound contracts related to enforcement of this legislation.

4. Other Impacts
a. Does this legislation require a public hearing? 
☐ Yes
☒ No
b. Does this legislation require a notice to be published in The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times?
☐ Yes
☒ No
c. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?
This legislation addresses vehicle parking in the public right-of-way.
d. Race and Social Justice Initiative impacts:
1. How does this legislation affect vulnerable or historically disadvantaged communities? How did you come to this conclusion? Please consider both impacts within City government (like employees and internal programs) and in the broader community.
This legislation is intended to support a structured pathway to shelter for vulnerable persons living in motor homes and travel trailers and to reduce the impact of such vehicles on communities throughout the city.
2. Please attach any Racial Equity Toolkits or other racial equity analyses used to develop or assess this legislation.
N/A.
3. What is the Language Access Plan for communicating with the public about this legislation?
N/A.
e. Climate change impacts:
1. Emissions: Will this legislation significantly increase or decrease carbon emissions? Attach any studies or materials that inform your answer.
This legislation does not meaningfully impact carbon emissions.
2. Resiliency: Will this legislation make Seattle more or less able to adapt to climate change? If it reduces resiliency, explain what can be done to lessen the impact.
This legislation does not meaningfully impact climate resiliency.
f. If this legislation creates a new program or expands an existing one, what are the long-term, measurable goals? How will this legislation help achieve those goals? What methods will be used to track progress?
This legislation authorizes a permitting program for persons living in mobile homes or travel trailers while engaging with the City’s shelter outreach programs.  Program tracking will be measured by the number of permits issued and number of persons entering into shelter programs.
g. Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP that involves shared funding with a non-City partner or organization?
No.
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