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Summary and Fiscal Note
1. Legislation Summary
Department: LEG
Title: A resolution expressing opposition to the passage of Initiative Measure No. IL26-001, concerning parental rights relating to their children in public school, and Initiative Measure No. IL26-638, concerning participation in athletics at K-12 schools, on the November 3, 2026 General Election Ballot. 
Background: The resolution urges Seattle voters to vote against two state initiative measures that will appear on the November 3, 2026 General Election ballot, Initiative Measure IL26-001 and Initiative Measure IL26-638. Both of them were supported by a signature-gathering campaign led by the conservative political action committee Let’s Go Washington. Let’s Go Washington later filed petitions for both initiative measures. IL-001 concerns a parent’s or legal guardian’s rights with respect to their students receiving public education. It would remove existing record protections related to a student’s gender identity or sexuality or the ramifications (e.g., bullying) thereof, requiring that schools disclose this potentially sensitive information to a parent or guardian except in very limited circumstances. IL-638 would prohibit students it defines as “biologically male” from competing in public school athletic activities that are designated for girls and would require medical sex certification as an element of all girls’ sports physicals.
Summary Attachments: 

2. Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project? 
☐ Yes
☒ No
3. Summary of Financial Implications
Does this legislation have financial impacts to the City? 
☐ Yes
☒ No
4. Other Impacts
a. Does this legislation require a public hearing? 
☐ Yes
☒ No
b. Does this legislation require a notice to be published in The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times?
☐ Yes
☒ No
c. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?
No.
d. Race and Social Justice Initiative impacts:
1. How does this legislation affect vulnerable or historically disadvantaged communities? How did you come to this conclusion? Please consider both impacts within City government (like employees and internal programs) and in the broader community.
Individuals who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, and other gender and sexual identities (LGBTQIA+) have historically been subject to various forms of discrimination as well as “outing,” which is the disclosure of such identity without consent. For the public school students who are the subjects of IL-001 and IL-638, the result of such discrimination or outing can be experienced in terms of reduced financial or social opportunities, poorer mental health outcomes, and compromised physical safety or even overt physical risks. The City of Seattle recognizes gender identify and sexual orientation, as well as sex, as protected classes, meaning that adult individuals are legally protected from discrimination based on these characteristics. 
The main risk of IL-001 is that students who do not feel supported at home due to their gender or sexual identity will lose the school environment, and its staff of trained teachers and counselors, as a forum for self-expression. IL-001 would require school staff to disclose a student’s gender or sexual identity to a parent or guardian even if they perceived a potential risk to that student’s comfort or safety based on the disclosure.
IL-638 would enact a requirement of medical sex verification, for girls, prior to their participation in organized school sports activities. IL-638 does not address the implementation of this requirement, but such verification could require girl athletes to disrobe for a genital inspection or exam, creating a double standard because boy athletes are not subject to the same requirement.
Most of the students who would be affected by IL-001 and IL-638 are minors. Although civil rights statutes that apply to adults are not typically extended to minors, it is clear that minors can be members of disadvantaged communities and are subject to the impacts of discrimination. IL-001 and IL-638 are likely to increase such impacts. 
This conclusion is based on reading of the two referenced initiative measures and research related to them, reading of federal and City of Seattle statutes, and the author’s experience with the City’s Race and Social Justice Initiative.
2. Please attach any Racial Equity Toolkits or other racial equity analyses used to develop or assess this legislation.
N/A
3. What is the Language Access Plan for communicating with the public about this legislation?
	N/A
e. Climate change impacts:
1. Emissions: Will this legislation significantly increase or decrease carbon emissions? Attach any studies or materials that inform your answer.
This legislation does not have a nexus to carbon emissions.
2. Resiliency: Will this legislation make Seattle more or less able to adapt to climate change? If it reduces resiliency, explain what can be done to lessen the impact.
This legislation has no impact on Seattle’s ability to adapt to climate change.
f. If this legislation creates a new program or expands an existing one, what are the long-term, measurable goals? How will this legislation help achieve those goals? What methods will be used to track progress?
This legislation neither creates a new program nor expands an existing one.
g. Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP that involves shared funding with a non-City partner or organization?
	This legislation does not create such CIP.
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